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blue and light blue, may enter into thy
body and there live. I pray that it may
destroy in thee, and put away from thee,
all the things evil and adverse that were
given to thee before the beginning of the
world." "O child! receive the water of
the Lord of the world who is our life : it is
to wash and to purify; may these drops
remove the sin which was given to thee
before the creation of the world, since all
of us are under its power/'

Tertullian mentions the very general
use of Baptism among non-Christian
nations in a passage already quoted,1 and
others of the Fathers refer to it.

In most religious communities a minor
form of Baptism accompanies all religious
ceremonies, water being used as a symbol
of purification, and the idea being that
no man should enter upon worship until
he has purified his heart and conscience,
the outer washing symbolising the inner
lustration. In the Greek and Roman
Churches a small receptacle for holy
water is placed near every door, and
every incoming worshipper touches it,
*See ante, p. 151.